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REF: CAIRO 12308 

1 . GUMRUK BY-ELECTION TO PILL THE SEAT OP SHEIKH ASHUR HAS EXCITED 
LITTLE GENERAL INTEREST IN ALEXANDRIA, ALTHOUGH THERE IS INCREASING 
ACTIVITY IN AND AROUND THE GUMRUK PORT AREA AS ELECTION DAY, MAY 17, 
APPROACHES. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME MEETINGS AND RAT .LIES IN THE DISTRICT 
AND IT WAS DURING ONE OF THESE MEETINGS THAT MEMBERS OP THE LEFTIST 
PARTY WERE ARRESTED, AS REPORTED BY AHRAM ON MAY 6 (REPTEL). ALL 
THESE RALLIES, WHETHER LEGALLY AUTHORIZED OR NOT, ARE APPARENTLY 
VERY WELL ATTENDED BY POLICE. ALTHOUGH POLICE CANNOT RESTRICT 
ACTIVITY OP ANY CANDIDATE TO DISTRIBUTE LITERATURE, APPARENTLY THEY 
HAVE NOT HESITATED TO ARREST LEFTIST PAPER, AL-AHALY, CONPIRMS THAT 
LEFTIST SUPPORTERS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED FOR DISTRIBUTING PARTY 
LITERATURE, CHARGING THAT THE POLICE APPARENTLY CONSIDER THIS LEGAL 
PARTY AS MORE DANGEROUS THAN A "SECRET ORGANIZATION" (I.E. COMMUNISTS) 

WHO HAVE ALSO BEEN PASSING OUT LITERATURE, BUT NONE OP WHOSE 
MEMBERS WERE ARRESTED. 

3. AL-AHALY GOES ON TO GIVE BE ON AHMED MOUSTAPA, LEFTIST 
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CANDIDATE. HE BEGAN HIS CAREER AS A LABORER IN THE CUSTOMS 
AREA. HE ORGANIZED THE YOUNG EGYPT PARTY IN GUMRUK, WAS A 
MEMBER OP THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE POR STUDENTS AND LABOR IN 
1946, AND HAS SPENT MUCH OP THE TIME SINCE THEN UNDER ARREST: 

E.E. 1946-47, POR THROWING A BOMB AT THE BRITISH CLUB; 

1951-53 POR DISTRIBUTING PAMPHLETS AGAINST THE BRITISH AND 
KING FAROUK'S REGIME; 1953-64 POR OBJECTING TO THE DEATH SENTENCE 
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OF TWO LABORERS INVOLVED IN THE DEMONSTRATIONS AT KAFR EL-DAW AR; 
AND 1977 FOR HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE 

INELATION RIOTS. MOUSTAEA IS THE LABOR REPRESENTATIVE AT THE 
NATIONAL PAPER CO. 

4. IN ITS STORY ON THE BY-ELECTION, AL-AHALY CHARACTERIZES 
THE PARTY CANDIDATES' PLATEORMS AS FOLLOWS: MIDDLE PARTY 
CANDIDATE: DISTRIBUTES IMPORTED T-SHIRTS; WAED PARTY CANDIDATE: 
PROCLAIMS "THE PASHA" AS LEADER OE THE EGYPTIAN NATION; 

LEFTIST CANDIDATE; DEMANDS HOUSING EOR TENANTS WHOSE HOMES HAVE 
COLLAPSED. 

5. THE EOLLOWING ARE THE CANDIDATES IN THE GUMRUK BY-ELECTION 
AS EAR AS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE, ALTHOUGH THERE MAY 
BE ONE OR TWO MORE INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES THAT ARE NOT LISTED: 
WAFD PARTY AHMED I7.ZF.T 

MISR (CENTER) PARTY MOHAMED AHMED DIAB 

LEFTIST (NATIONAL GROUPING) PARTY AHMED MOUSTAFA 

INDEPENDENTS: AHMED MOHAMED AL-MASRI 

ALY SOLIMAN 

EOUAD HAMIDOU 

MOHAMED YOUSEE MAHMOUD 

ABDEL KADER AMER 

EL SAYED MAHMOUD EARAH 

7. KHAT.F.D MUHI AL-DIN, HEAD OE THE LEETIST PARTY, IS SCHED- 
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ULED TO DELIVER A SPEECH THIS EVENING, MAY 1 1, IN THE MANSHIYA 
DISTRICT OE ALEXANDRIA. A PUBLIC MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
ERIDAY EVENING, MAY 12, BY THE WAFD PARTY, AND FOUAD SARAGEDDIN, 
WAFD PARTY LEADER, IS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK. 

8. THUS FAR, ALL OUR INFORMATION INDICATES THAT A WAEDIST 
VICTORY IS LIKELY UNLESS THERE IS SOME STUEFING OF BALLOT 
BOXES BY MISR (CENTER) PARTY SUPPORTERS. I HAVE APPOINTMENT 
TO SEE MISR PARTY LOCAL LEADER, EAROUK GARRANA, OVER THE 
WEEKEND AND WILL REPORT HIS VIEWS SHORTLY THEREAETER. 
MCCLELLAND 
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